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Current Membership: 85

Report from annual meeting:
· Number of attendees: 110
· Election results:
· Vice chair/chair elect: Jaimie Quaglino
· Steering committee members: Mat Darby and Cliff Hight
· Web Liaison:  Denise Rayman
· Summary of meeting activities: attached
Completed projects/activities:
· Endorsed two sessions for the 2014 annual meeting in Washington, DC:  The section received five program proposals and endorsed the following two (both of which were accepted by the program committee and on the program):
· Session 205: Burning Decisions:  Case Studies on Appraisal for Access 
· Session 401:  Ensuring Access to the Bits: Archival Application of Digital Forensics. 

· Section Meeting Program:  Presenters shared their knowledge and experiences with ingest and forensics tools, website capture, audiovisual materials, email, and developing polices for management and acquisition of electronic records.

· Presenters:
· Skip Kendall (Harvard University Archives):  Web archiving as an outreach and collection development tool

· Cal Lee (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill):   BitCurator talk and demo  

· Donald Mennerich (New York University):  Tools and approaches to appraise and acquire digital archival materials

· Courtney Mumma (Artefactual/Archivematica):  Archivematica as an open-source digital preservation solution with strong adherence to professional standards and best practices

· Joshua Ranger (AVPreserve):  Tools, metadata and ingest of audio visual materials

· Josh Schneider (Stanford University Special Collections and University Archives):  ePADD 

· Held three steering committee teleconferences:  The section’s Steering Committee met via teleconference in October, February, and April to discuss ideas and priorities for the year.

· Filled position for web liaison: Our web liaison position has been vacant for several years.  We have recently appointed Denise Rayman as our new web liaison, and we are looking forward to working with Denise to bring the website up to date.  The website has been neglected for the past few years because of the web liaison vacancy and because we have been focusing more on our social media presence.  This year we will be concentrating on updating the information on the site and populating it with new content.    
· Section Newsletter:  A Section newsletter was published this summer.  We disseminated the newsletter through email and our blog with a PDF attachment.  Here is a link to the newsletter:  https://appraisalsaa.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/acquisitions-and-appraisal-section-summer-2014-newsletter-1.pdf
· Facebook page:  We currently have 92 members on our Facebook page.  Our fabulous intern Toni Rhorer has been actively populating our page with news, articles and other information of interest to the A&A section membership.  Toni will be cycling off her internship in August and the Steering Committee will be looking for a new intern for managing the page.  
· New blog: Assigning Value:  In a recent the membership survey, our section members indicated that there was interest in a “question and answer” forum. In response to this, the Steering Committee launched a new blog which provides a forum for discussion of issues and interests pertaining to the acquisition and appraisal of public records, private papers, and other archival or manuscript collections.  Part of the blog contains a “Dear Abby” type forum entitled “Valuable Inquiries.”  This forum is an advice-column style discussion of acquisitions and appraisal related issues.  We hope to feature letters, comments, and conundrums from a variety of different institutional settings and areas. Anyone can access the blog and submit issues for discussion here: http://appraisalsaa.wordpress.com  
Ongoing projects/activities:
· Section Website: Top priorities are basic updates, cleanup and reorganization.  These include cleaning up outdated links (e.g. Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning links to approved guidelines and Task Force), adding a link to the new blog, uploading missing reports, meeting minutes and newsletter, and reorganization of the format of the entire site for easier navigation.
New projects/activities:
· Updating/Second phase of approval for Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning:  The Steering Committee will be working with former chair Laura Uglean Jackson and the Technical Subcommittee for the Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning to edit and update the Guidelines, and disseminate them to the community for testing and feedback.  This could take the form of a case study and/or session for next year’s SAA conference. The group is also discussing sharing the guidelines with local SAA chapters at their meetings for feedback.
· Section by-law revision: The group drafted by-law revisions that include changes in the way that the vice chair and co-chair duties are shared/articulated, as well as updates in the language of the by-laws in relation to our “communications.” Specifically, the general consensus of the group is that we use “social media” vs. “newsletter” to describe communications and take "newsletter" out of the by-laws. The group also proposed that it be articulated that “communication” be handled by the group (potentially moving this responsibility from the Vice-Chair to entire the Steering Committee).  
Initiatives associated with the new 2013-2018 Strategic Plan:

Launch of our Blog “Assigning Value” as a resource for the community on issues of appraisal and acquisition of archival materials.  It will deliver information and education via methods that are accessible, affordable, and keep pace with technological change (Goal 2); foster and disseminate research in and about the field (Goal 3); and facilitate effective communication with and among members (Goal 4).
Questions/concerns for Council attention:  Pending by-law revisions.  See above.
